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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

By:  Ronnie Stewart 

Ground breaking ceremo-

nies are close at hand for 

the Oakland 7th Street 

Walk of Fame.  This will 

be a hallmark event and a 

classic Oakland landmark.  

The Bay Area Blues Soci-

ety is very proud of the 

progress being made to-

ward the final days of our a 25 year dream and has 

finally come true. 

The Music They Played on 7th Street Oakland Blues 

Walk of Fame Project is geared to provide the public 

with  more complete understanding of the impact that 

Blues, Jazz and Gospel music had on the every day 

life in the community of West Oakland, and espe-

cially on 7th Street. 

The array of music styles performed on 7th street in-

fluenced Blues, R&B and Jazz music performed 

along the West Coast.  This makes Oakland’s 7th 

Street one of the major contributors to what is known 

as West Coast Blues Sound.  The West Coast Blues 

Sound is just as popular and influential as the Chi-

cago Blues Sound, the Mississippi Delta Blues Sound 

and the ever popular Texas Blues Sound. 

Phase one, 30 to 40 plaques, will be laid on the side-

walk and dedicated to the legendary artists, record 

companies, song writers, clubs and club owners, me-

dia personnel, and promoters who helped create Oak-

land’s 7th Street.   

Blues Walk of Fame is Almost Ready 
The first phase will include some of the following 

names: Bob Geddins; Ester and William Mabry, 

(Ester’s Orbit Room); Slim Jenkins, (Slim Jenkins 

Supper Club); Reeds’ Record Shop; Saunders King; 

Big Mama Thorton; Johnny Hartsman; Jay Payton; 

John Lee Hooker; Etta James; “T” Bone Walker; 

Jimmy McCracklin; Johnny Otis; Charles Brown; 

Louis Jordan; Sugar Pie, Pee Wee, and Perry Phillips. 

Funding for the Blues Walk of Fame includes Brick 

and Mortar only; to lay the first 30 to 40 plaques.   

We need your help publicizing the Blues Walk of 

Fame.  We have to market and advertise to the world 

that the Walk of Fame is on 7th street in Oakland!!  

Future plans include a Hall of Fame, walking tours, 

street concerts, travel books advertisements, blues 

and newsletters throughout the world jus tot name a 

few.   

Our dream is to use the Walk of Fame to bring Blues 

fans from all corners of the world so they can feel the 

vibes and spirit of Oakland’s 7th Street. 
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SUBSCRIBER INCENTIVES 

The annual subscribership donation is valid for one (1) year from July 1 thru June 30 and entitles the subscriber to the fol-

lowing corresponding incentive levels: 

Just Blue 

Bay Area Blues Society Card 

Bi-Annual Electronic Newsletter if applicable 

Seriously Blue Add 

T-Shirt $5 discount 

CD $5 discount 

Outrageously Blue Add 

Merchandise Discounts 

Event Ticket $5 Discount limited to 2 tickets per event 

Business Blue Add 

Get your photo taken with performing artists of Bay Area Blues Society Events. 

Card size ad in West Coast Blues Hall of Fame or Hayward Russell City Blues Festival Program (choose one) 

Forever Blue Add 

Full page ad in West Coast Blues Hall of Fame or Hayward Russell City Blues Festival Program (choose one). 

Preferred seating at West Coast Blues Hall of Fame 

Corporate Blue Add 

Two complimentary tickets to ALL events presented by the Bay Area Blues Society 

One free 90 minute performance 
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No. California  
Blues Clubs 

 

Lakeside Lounge, Oakland CA 

Velma’s Blues and Jazz Club, San 

Francisco CA 

Biscuit and Blues, San Francisco CA 

Lou’s Pier 47, San Francisco CA 

Monte Carlo Club, San Francisco CA 

Chris’ Club, Vallejo CA 

Bistro, Hayward CA 

Torch Club, Sacramento CA 

Po’Boyz, Sacramento CA 

Armando’s, Martinez, CA 

JJ’s Blues Club, San Jose, CA 

Tradewinds, Cotati, CA 

Mojo Lounge, Fremont, CA 

Babylon, Fresno, CA 

Standby, So. San Francisco, CA 

November 8, 2010 was the launching point 

for BABS and Chris’ Clubs Blues on Mon-

day.  Judging from the first night, this Blues 

Jam will be one of the most popular Blues 

Jams in the north bay.  The club was packed 

to the gills with musicians from Concord, 

Walnut Creek, Fairfield, Vacaville, Benicia, 

Oakland and last but not least Vallejo.  

There were horns, guitars, bass players, drummers and great singers 

in attendance, all sharing their music.  Ozact Radio DJ, Ron Carson 

a.k.a. Dr. Love,  was there rocking the house and singing many all 

time favorite blues songs.  Dr. Love can be heard on Thursdays 6-9 

pm on KZCT 89.5 FM in the Vallejo area.  Ron is also working 

with VCAT TV on a variety show.   

Blues on Monday is free to the public from 7:00 to 11:00 pm at 

Chris’ Club, 656 Benicia Road, Vallejo.  For further information 

contact the Bay Area Blues Society at 707-647-3962 or Chris’ Club 

at 707-647-2962. 

Blues on Monday Night A Big Hit  Blues News is Back 

by: Ronnie Stewart 

 

We are re-instating 

our Blues News in 

both electronic and 

hard copy versions.  

We know that 

every blues fan has access to a com-

puter and many just like the feel of 

something in their hands.  Some blues 

fans are just plain old school and rely 

on printed matter for their blues music 

information.  They want to be able to 

pass it to a friend informing them of 

an interesting news item about the 

music they love so well.  We will 

cover the hottest topics of interest in 

the blues community as well as the 

when and where the next festival or 

blues music event will be.  Stay tuned 

for our special items of interest to 

blues fans.  

Chris’ Club, Vallejo - Mondays at 7PM 

Trade Winds, Cotatia - Mondays at 7PM 

Seahorse, Sausalito - Mondays at 8:30PM 

Wine Style, Vacaville (Acoustic Jams) - Mondays at 7PM 

Armando’s, Martinez - Every other Mondays at 7PM 

Velma’s Blues and Jazz Club, San Francisco - Mondays at 7PM 

Babylon, Fresno - Mondays at 7PM 

Murphy’s Law Irish Pub, Sunnyvale - Mondays at 7PM 

JJ’s Blues Club, San Jose - Mondays and Tuesdays at 7PM 

Mojo Lounge, Fremont - 1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesdays at 8:30PM 

Poor House Bistro, San Jose - Tuesdays from 6-9PM (Open Mic) 

Vinnie’s Bar and Grill, Concord - Wednesdays at 9PM 

Little Fox, Redwood City - Wednesdays at 7PM 

Number One Broadway, Los Gatos - Wednesdays at 9PM 

Rita's New China Restaurant & Lounge - Wednesdays at 8PM 

Blue Moon, Sonoma - Sundays at 9PM 

Willow Brook Lounge, Petaluma - Sundays at 6:30PM 

Hide-A-Way Club, Vacaville - Every other Sunday at 7PM 

Torch Club, Sacramento - Sundays at 4PM 

Miss Darla’s, Vacaville - Sundays at 5PM 

Woodhams, Santa Clara - Sundays at 9PM 

Ongoing Blues Jams 



This year’s West Coast 

Blues Hall of Fame & 

Awards Show was a 

rousing success. Our 

host venue, the Hilton 

Oakland Airport, pulled 

out all the stops.  The 

beautiful ballroom was 

packed in support of the 

2010 awardees.  The 

2010 inductees include, 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe, 

Sheila E, Melvin “Blues Man” Bolden, Wally Cox, 

Janis Joplin, Curtis Moore, James Lee Jamerson, 

Herbert Mims Jr., Snooky Flowers, Augusta Lee 

Collins, Johnny Morris and John Handy (pictured 

above).  Lifetime Achievement Awards went to 

Cheryl Chambers and Brenda Knight.   

   The General Category winners, all 42 of them, 

were some of the best and most deserving people 

you can find.   

Don’t miss the 2011 Edition of the West Coast 

Blues Hall of Fame & Awards Show scheduled for 

March  27, 2011. 
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BLUES HALL OF FAME SHOW 2010  

Review of Spring and Summer Festivals and Concerts 

B L UES N EWS 

The BABS was in rare form celebrating the 

25th anniversary of the Monterey Bay Blues 

Festival. 

The Bay Area Blues Society featured the 

Three Bosses of the Blues who took the Main 

Stage by storm.   Artwork Jamal, Big Daddy 

Cade and Johnny Rawls were outstanding.  

The audience let them know with their round 

after round of applause.   

The BABS Caravan of AllStars took the Presi-

dent’s Stage  at 9:00 pm.   The newest mem-

ber of the Caravan  of Allstars,  “Little” Junior 

Crudup had the people on their feet as he 

crawled off the stage. 

 

Monterey Bay Blues Festival 

Now in it’s 11th year, this summer’s lineup was outstanding, 

featuring the best of local and regional talent.  Due to the cur-

rent and ongoing economic crisis, the funding for the past 2 

years was barely enough for the full 8 weeks. 

I must take the time to thank the Honorable Desley Brooks, 

and Larry Reid, members of the Oakland City Council, and the 

Honorable Nate Miley Alameda County Board of Supervisors, 

for stepping up to the plate for funding the Home Grown Blues 

Concerts Series. 

I’d also like the thank our loyal fans for their support, their 

generous donations and their  attendance at this series. 

Home Grown Blues Series 

The Caravan of Allstars perform at the last  Home Grown   
Concert of the Year.   

Big Daddy Cade, Artwork Jamal, and Johnny Rawls 
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The  Red White and Blues Festival is held on 

July 4th at the Alameda County Fair in Pleasan-

ton.  The 2010 festival featured legendary Blues 

artists; Bobby Rush, Sonny Rhodes, Big Daddy 

Cade, Rod Piazza and the Mighty Flyers, Purple 

Smoke, Guitar Mac, Caravan of All Stars featur-

ing Junior Crudup, Tommy Nunnelly, Teddy 

Blues Master Watson, and Terrible Tom.    

Some of the more memorable performances came 

from Bobby Rush, Sonny Rhodes and  Rod Pi-

azza.  The festival was an over whelming success 

with one of our largest audiences in memory. 

Red, White & Blues Festival 

The 2011 festival was a reunion of some of the 

many Blues greats who had performed over the past 

11 years.   

Big Time Sarah, Terry Big “T” Williams, Tom Cat 

Courtney and the always stimulating Bobby Rush 

Review were crowd favorites.  There were a host of 

other great artist on the festival stage. 

The “Harmonica Explosion” just blue the fans away.  

The Harmonica Explosion was highly successful 

and will be back next year. 

Both days of the festival were filled with hard-

hitting original and traditional blues.  The Real Deal 

Blues, not watered down blues!! 

11th Annual Hayward  

Russell City Blues Festival  

Review of Spring and Summer Festivals and Concerts 

This year was the 10th anniversary of Oakland’s Art and Soul Fes-

tival, and was a real home town reunion.  The blues stage was 

jumping all day with blues artists who began their careers in the 

City of Oakland. 

Lenny Williams, who headlined the show, is West Oakland’s 

own.  Lenny, formerly the lead singer for Tower of Power had so 

many people at the blues stage that you could hardly move.  Over 

5000 Blues fans were packed in the area to the enjoy Oakland 

Blues stage.  

On hand at the Festival was a who’s who of Oakland’s Blues 

Alumni, including: “Terrible” Tom, Wylie Trass, Teddy “Blues 

Master” Watson, Bill Pigrum and the Thrillers, Purple Smoke, 

Margie Turner, Little Junior Crudup and Tommy Nunnelly.  

Art & Soul Festival 

Lenny Williams performs at Art & Soul, Blues Stage 

Bobby Rush 

Harmonica Blues Explosion 
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The New Years Eve Gala is a fundraiser for the Bay Area Blues Soci-

ety’s ongoing “Blues in the Schools” program.   All styles of Blues 

and R&B with Guitar Mac performing Delta Blues; The Used Blues 

Band, playing Chicago Blues with front man, Sean McGroarty; and 

the Caravan of Allstars and their party time R&B.   

Dinner Menu 

 Bread & Butter 

 Ceasar Salad / White Bean Salad / Marinated Rice Salad with 

Shrimp 

 Garlic Mashed Potatoes / Saffron Rice Pilaf / Au Gratin 

Swiss Chard 

 Pan Seared Salmon with Champagne and Caviar Sauce 

  Prime Rib Carving Station / Roasted Turkey Carving Station   

 

Blues Lover Package Raffle (retail price $2,500) - $1 per ticket 

New Years Eve Menu 
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Calendar Listings 

December 2               Thursday             7:00  - 11:00 pm         Chris' Club 

                                                                                        656 Benicia Rd., Vallejo, CA 

                                                                                                        (707) 552-2916 

 

December 3                Friday                8:00  pm - 12:00 am    CSEA Christmas Party 

                                                                                                Scholarship Fundraiser 

                                                                                                Gaia Hotel & Spa 

                                                                                                3600 Broadway St/Hwy 29, American Canyon 

 

December 6               Monday Blues Jam 7:00 - 11:00 pm           Chris' Club 

 

December 9               Thursday             7:00  - 11:00 pm         Chris' Club 

 

December 13             Monday Blues Jam    7:00 - 11:00 pm      Chris' Club 

 

December 20             Monday Blues Jam    7:00 - 11:00 pm           Chris' Club 

 

December 23             Thursday             7:00  - 11:00 pm          Chris' Club 

 

December 27              Monday Blues Jam     7:00 - 11:00 pm          Chris' Club 

 

December 30             Thursday             7:00  - 11:00 pm         Chris' Club 

 

December 31             Friday                 7:00  - 11:00 pm          NEW YEARS EVE PARTY 

                                                                                                Gaia Hotel & Spa 

                                                                                                3600 Broadway St/Hwy 29,  American Canyon 

 

March 28, 2011 Sunday 7:00 – 11:00 pm West Coast Blues Hall of Fame & Awards Show 

   The Hilton Oakland Airport 

   1 Hegenberger Rd, Oakland, CA 

 

July 4, 2011 Monday 12:00 – 8:00 pm Red, White & Blues Festival 

   Main Stage, Alameda County Fair 

   Pleasanton, CA 

 

July 8 & 9, 2011 Friday/Saturday 9:00 pm – 1:00 am Hayward Russell City Blues Festival Kick Off 

   The Bistro 

   B & Maine Streets, Hayward, CA 

 

July 9 & 10, 2011 Saturday/Sunday 11:00 am – 7:00 pm Hayward Russell City Blues Festival 

   777 “B” Street, Hayward City Hall Plaza 

   Hayward, CA July 8, 2011  

     

August 21, 2011 Sunday 12:00 – 6:00 pm Art & Soul Festival – Blues Stage 

   13th  Street, Oakland, CA 

 



 
Bay Area Blues Society 

408 13th Street, Suite 512 

Oakland, CA  94612 

Oakland: Capri Lounge; Everett & Jones Barbecue, Leo’s Music, Lakeside Lounge (Blues Club of the Year), The Brick 

House Lounge; The Continental Club; Nellie’s Soul Food Restaurant    Hayward: The Bistro, Rasputin’s Records, Hay-

ward Public Library; Buffalo Bills  El Cerrito:  Down Home Music , Guitar Center  Vallejo: Chris’ Club, Rasputin’s, Con-

sumer Music; Good Day Café; After Hours  Vacaville: Tweed Hut  Suisun: Dimitri’s Lounge; Richmond:  Jones & Harris 

Records; Sacramento: The Torch Club  Folsom:  Po'Boyz Bar & Grill  Berkeley: Rasputin’s, Amoeba Records, Everett & 

Jones  San Francisco: Velma’s Blues & Jazz Lounge; Biscuits & Blues; Standby; Marcus Book Store; Lou’s Pier 47; The 

Monte Carlo Club Cotati:  Tradewinds 

Blues News Distribution Locations 

CD Review 

Bold Bitch 

Performed by Sweet Angel 

Produced by Ecko Records 

 

There’s a lot to be said about Sweet Angel.  

She sings with a big, bold voice and can hold 

her own with her tenor saxophone.  This Mem-

phis, Tennessee raised blues and R&B vocalist 

won her first national award this year.  The 

West Coast Blues Hall of Fame & Awards 

Show 2010 presented her with R&B Female 

Artists of the Year.  On Track 4, Don’t Let the 

Clean Up Woman Pick up Your Man, Sweet 

Angel boldly covered the great Betty Wright.  

This gives an opportunity to measure what type 

of vocalist Sweet Angel is.  I say she did a fine 

job with the 70’s classic hit while adding her-

self to the remake of the song.  All tracks on 

this CD are good but my favorite is Track 4 

because of it’s guitar line.  Ecko Records 

should take this opportunity to market Sweet 

Angel more, she could be their ticket to big 

time success! 

CD Review 

If That’s Alright With You 

Performed by Twice As Good 

Produced by Twice as Good 

 

The American Indian Father and Son Duo has 

produced a CD that has the 1950’s sound.  

Many blues rock bands try to imitate the sound 

that Twice as Good has successfully produced 

but are never successful in doing.  There is not 

too much rock guitar or over producing.  Track 

4, The Saxophone Boogie, is pure rock and 

roll of the 50’s and Track 2, Clarksdale, shows 

how good of a guitar player Paul Steward is.  

Twice as Good, was awarded the New Blues 

Band of the Year at the West Coast Blues Hall 

of Fame.  To our knowledge this was the first 

blues award presented to an American Indian 

Band.  This only shows how blues is an art 

form of musical expression. Try and pick up 

this great CD. 


